
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortunino Matania R.I. (1881-1963) 
‘A Scot rescuing girl’ in Loos, during the Battle of Loos.  

Pen, brush, ink and grey wash. Signed. Inscribed verso: ‘Sphere 9th Oct 1915 page 27’.  
Stamped: ‘Sphere no.820’. Illustrated: The Sphere, London, 9th October, 1915, Front Cover.  

12x10 inches. 
£1,250. 

 

‘Many moving incidents occurred when the British troops were spending through the village of 
Loos, and were clearing every nook and cranny of German troops. In spite of the intense 
bombardment which had played around the village, some of the inhabitants were still living in their 
shattered houses. This stalwart Highlander succeeded in rescuing a little French girl from a position 
of great danger, and carried her in a fainting condition to a place of comparative safety. The woman 
of the village received the soldiers of the Allied armies with intense enthusiasm’. (Extract from The 
Sphere). 


